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Can one recall too frequently the grandeur of the theme and the 
magnitude of the field which is presented in the study of the Scriptures ? 
The Old Testament — the record of divine manifestations and divine 
activities among men from the beginning until the coming of the Son 
of Man ; the New Testament — portraying larger and grander possi- 
bilities and realities for man in communion with the Most High ; the 
Bible — sweeping through the centuries from Eden to the City of God 
in its history of Jehovah's redemption on behalf of humanity, pictur- 
ing immortal glories, arousing infinite aspirations which its truth 
alone can satisfy, encouraging eternal hopes whose fulfilling it is ever 
working among men to accomplish ; God's Book, Man's Book. 
Should not the consciousness of all that is involved in such a study be 
kept in living recollection ? May it stimulate to unwearied applica- 
tion in apprehending the meaning and spirit of the word of God. 



The April number of The Old Testament Student con- 
tained information of a somewhat important change in the business 
management and general purposes of the journal. It is hoped that 
subscribers generally have regarded favorably what ■ cannot but be a 
marked advance in the line of the ideas which have controlled the 
work of The Student in the past. Beginning as The Hebrew Stu- 
dent with the design of encouraging the study of the Hebrew of the 
Old Testament, it enlarged its field so as to cover the interests of the 
Old Testament as a whole and became The Old Testament Stu- 
dent. Now again, by influences almost beyond its own control, it 
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has been constrained to take another forward step. This advance 
movement has been steadily resisted by the conductors of this journal. 
They have felt unwilling even to consider so serious a matter as enter- 
ing the New Testament field. They have avoided and deferred it. But 
it has constantly presented itself and steadily demanded consideration. 
With great hesitation was it determined to admit the second series of 
" Inductive Studies on the Life and Times of the Christ." But these 
Studies have been favorably received. They have not interfered with, 
rather they have assisted, the purposes which the journal represents. 
They have been the occasion of many requests to continue in larger 
measure the admission of New Testament material into THE STU- 
DENT. With an opening for more extended business facilities and 
the removal of the journal to New York City, the opportunity seems 
to have arrived. It is earnestly desired that the decision may have 
the approval of all the subscribers when the announcement is made 
that (i) a practically new journal, yet with the aims and high stand- 
ard of the older one, (2) enlarged to sixty-four pages in each number, 
(3) issued twelve times a year, instead of ten, as heretofore, (4) will 
publish its first number July, 1889, (5) under the name of THE Old 
and New Testament Student. 

A detailed account of the new features of the new enterprise has 
been given in the prospectus already referred to. It may not be 
amiss, however, to refer again to some of the more important ones. 
(1) A department of expository preaching. It is a cause of complaint 
on the part of some that The Student is too critical in its tone and 
not as helpful as it might be to the minister in his study, especially in 
his direct work of preparation for the pulpit. This objection has not 
been unforeseen but has been deliberately disregarded. It has been 
thought that the indirect influence of the high standard maintained by 
this journal in biblical investigation, in its resolute condemnation of 
false methods of Bible study and interpretation, and the admission of 
only that material which was scholarly and thoroughly scientific, has 
had its effect upon the ministry in leading them to a more earnest 
study and a more careful use of the Scriptures in their private and 
public work. It has now been decided to devote a department of the 
new journal to th.e advocacy of expository preaching. Material will 
be furnished of a character to be used by ministers in their homiletic 
studies and pulpit work. Methods will be suggested, outlines of 
expository sermons given, and everything which will help to a revival 
and an extension of this kind of preaching will be considered. (2) 
Excellent portraits of some of our leading biblical scholars, with bio- 
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graphical sketches by competent hands, will be given. It is hoped 
that the portrait of Prof. Wm. Henry Green will appear in the July 
number. (3) Help will be offered to those who are teaching the Bible 
in the suggestion of methods, the best literature and practical exam- 
ples of work on the part of experienced teachers. 

In fact, it is proposed in THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT STU- 
DENT to conserve and improve all the best elements of the old and 
add better and broader features which the new opportunities afford. 
May it not be asked of the subscribers who believe in this work, who 
favor this extension of it, and are to receive the benefit of the new 
movement, (1) that they will continue the interest and help which 
they have so freely given to the journal in the past, and (2) that, in 
every way possible, by a renewed and enlarged practical assistance, 
they will make more widely known and more effective the work 
which this journal is doing. The enlargement of its field ought to 
double its subscription list. Whether this result shall come, depends 
in no small measure on those who are at present numbered among its 
subscribers. 



THE ninth season of the Summer Schools of the American Insti- 
tute of Hebrew is announced. Five Schools will be held (1) at Yale 
Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., May 21-June 11 ; (2) at P. E. 
Divinity School, Philadelphia, June 13-July 3 ; (3) at Chautauqua, 
N. Y., a first session, July 6-26 ; (4) at Chautauqua, a second session, 
July 27-Aug. 15 ; (S) at Chicago, Garrett Biblical Institute, Evanston, 
Aug. 15-Sept. 4. The courses of study offered to students are various 
enough to meet the wants of beginners in Hebrew or of advanced 
students of Arabic and Assyrian. There is no doubt about the practi- 
cal benefits wrought by these Schools. There has been no time in 
which these benefits are recognized more clearly by students and 
ministers than at the present. Not a few among the subscribers to 
The Student have attended one or more sessions of them. The 
hope may be expressed that this year will see a larger number pres- 
ent than ever before. The Principal expects to be in attendance at all 
the Schools, and judging from the corps of instructors engaged, such 
as Profs. Brown, Burnham, Gottheil, Jastrow, McClenahan, Terry, 
Weidner, and others, and from the experience of the past, the oppor- 
tunities offered are superior and the results to be gained by those 
who attend will be satisfying and permanent. Let all who are think- 
ing favorably of the matter begin to make their plans to spend a part 
of the vacation in study at one of the Hebrew Summer Schools. 
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A NECESSARY delay in the issuing of Hebraica for January has 
occasioned the publication of that number in connection with the 
number for April, making a double issue of over one hundred pages. 
The interest of most readers will centre in the elaborate reply of Prof. 
Wm. Henry Green to the views of Pentateuch Analysis held by the 
critics, as presented in the October number by Prof. Harper. It will 
be clearly seen (i) that the traditional view is not by any means with- 
out able defenders and strong defences, (2) that the critical view is 
open to trenchant attack from more than one stand-point and in more 
than one of its presumably unassailable positions, and (3) that, most 
important of all, in these two articles, Bible students of America have 
an opportunity given for the first time of studying for themselves the 
fundamental elements of this Pentateuch Question. It is certainly 
desirable that as many as possible among our ministry take such a 
time and opportunity as is afforded them here to test the critical 
hypothesis and determine for themselves the solution of this matter. 



Investigations into the Scriptures, as into any department of 
knowledge, are subject to the law of perspective. One line of study 
both modifies and is modified by other lines which make up the whole. 
How often this is forgotten ! In theology it is not seldom the case 
that doctrines of minor importance have been exalted by some to a 
chief place. Others, having a passion for dogma, are impatient with 
those who, by careful study of the form and contents of the Bible, 
bring forth facts not harmonious with their formulas. May not those 
who confine their studies to biblical literary criticism sometimes fail 
to remember that the results of such work must be correlated with the 
larger, more spiritual and vital results of profounder investigations ? 
How much trouble comes from neglecting this law of perspective ! 
What controversy would be avoided, what personal difficulty and 
doubt leading on, alas, sometimes to spiritual shipwreck, would be 
escaped, — if students would take care to estimate what seems to be 
true and established in their special line of work according to the tests 
afforded by other methods and results attained in other lines of the 
same great field. 



